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1   Handling of WTO Government 
Procurement Agreement and External 
Matters

The Republic of China has committed itself to the
signing of the Government Procurement Agreement
upon its accession to the WTO. Beginning in June
1995 consultations were held with the United States,
Canada, the European Union, Switzerland, Japan,
South Korea, and other countries on this matter, and
the GPA signing is expected to be completed in March
2002. After this, government agencies carrying out
procurement cases to which the GPA applies will have
to do so in accordance with the agreement's standards;
in addition, the guarantees provided by the agreement
will help our domestic industries to take advantage of
overseas business opportunities.

The ROC has also participated in the international
meetings of the APEC Government Procurement
Experts Group and IWS, the name of which has now
been changed to the GEI (Group of Economic
Infrastructure). In addition to carrying out its individual
government procurement action plan, which has won
the deep affirmation of member economies, the ROC
government has worked together with other member
economies from the Asia-Pacific region to formulate
and implement various joint action plans. These efforts
have been of substantial assistance to the promotion of
interchange and cooperation on topics related to
member economies.

2   Strengthening of the Technician's  
Certification System and Administration of 
Engineering Consulting Firms

The PCC is currently engaged in formulating
Regulations Governing the Certification of Public
Construction by Professional Technicians,
encompassing major types of public construction and
covering items of certification that include design,
construction supervision, implementation of
construction, and others, and requiring that
professional technicians must take personal
responsibility for assuring construction quality. The
goal is to upgrade the quality and safety of public
construction.

The Management Regulations for Engineering
Consulting Firms were implemented on Mar. 17, 2000;
under those Regulations the PCC is actively helping
such firms obtain permits and is issuing certificates of
registration to them, so that technical services will
come under the guidance of professional technicians
and the professionalization of consulting firms will be
achieved. The upgrading of the Regulations to the
status of a law has been deliberated, and the Statute
for Administration of Engineering Consulting Firms has
been formulated.

3   Carrying Out Implementation of the 
Government Procurement Law

In the more than two years since the implementation
of the Government Procurement Law, concrete results
have been achieved, in comparison with past times, in
the areas of openness and transparency, fairness and
reasonableness, the promotion of competition, and the
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reduction of waste in the procurement process for all
sorts of construction, financing, and labor. Twelve
"Government Procurement Law Training Courses" and
seven "Most Favorable Bid Seminars' were held during
fiscal 2001, with more than 12,000 participants
receiving instruction; in addition, educational optical
disks were produced and "Most Favorable Bid," "100
Questions about Labor Procurement," "Insurance
Services for Government Procurement," and other
operating manuals were published for the reference of
all who need them.

Following the deletion by the Legislative Yuan of the
2001 budget for the Executive Yuan's Unified Bid
Tendering Center, specialized know-how and the
passing on of experience in centralized procurement
operations assured that procurement operations
became even more efficient; in addition, the PCC
implemented a substitute program, with the Executive
Yuan designating the Central Trust of China as the
agency charged with carrying out procurement projects
worth NT$100 million or more for the various
government agencies. On Aug. 1, 2001 the Central
Trust began handling procurement projects with a
value of NT$100 million or more for agencies lacking
in professional capability and for agencies that have
professional capability but need assistance because of
efficiency and manpower considerations. By the end
of 2001 the Central Trust had handled 11 such cases
with a total procurement value of NT$10,860 million.

The PCC moved in 2001 to alleviate difficulties of
application in carrying out government procurement
regarding R&D work, culture, and art; respond to the
trend toward electronic procurement; and upgrade the
efficiency of procurement by formulating revisions of
laws and establishing Government Procurement
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Reform Working Circles. This effort was recognized by
the granting of a Silver Axe Award in the Second
Government Re-engineering Working Circle Golden
Axe Awards organized by the Council for Economic
Planning and Development.

4   Implementation of a Public Viewing 
System for Public Construction Bidding 
Documents

In addition to setting up a checking mechanism, the
PCC moved to promote the viewing system for bidding
documents by continuously sending personnel on an
irregular basis to investigate different agencies and
gain an understanding of how their implementation is
progressing. Investigation visits show that in general,
all of the agencies are handling implementation
according to the rules. From the end of September
2000 to the end of _____ 2001, bid tendering
documents had been put on public view for a total of
2,011 cases of construction procurement, 648 cases of
labor procurement, and 2,263 cases of financial
procurement, indicating that this system is steadily
being carried through.

5   Implementation of the Electronic 
Procurement Plan

The PCC has established a Government Procurement
Information Center and publishes the "Government
Procurement Bulletin" with the aim of promoting
openness and transparency of government bid-
tendering information through the publication of such
information on the Internet. The "Government
Procurement Bulletin" has been published every
working day since Nov. 1, 1996, and by the end of
December 2001 had published a total of 1,423 issues.
This publication saves the government more than
NT$3 billion in advertising fees for bidding
announcements every year.

The Internet government procurement bidding
information system has attracted more than 8.7 million
hits, and the number is growth at the rate of more than
300,000 per month. To provide even better services,
the Government Procurement Information Center has
made inquiries free of charge beginning in December
2001, and the price of the "Government Procurement
Bulletin" will also be reduced. For consultation or

subscription services for the Government Procurement
Information Center or the "Government Procurement
Bulletin," please call 0800-808-512 or visit the website
at http://web.pcc.gov.tw.

To make it convenient for suppliers to acquire bid
documents, and to prevent illegal bid-fixing by the
underworld, the PCC has set up a Government
Procurement Bid Retrieval System through which
bidding operations can be handled over the Internet,
effectively putting a stop to illegal bid-fixing. This
system was formally inaugurated in June 2001, and by
the end of the year it had handled more than 2,000
bidding cases; this amounted to more than 12% of all
bids, exceeding the 10% target for the year. The
electronic bidding system will be used in coordination
with the Electronic Signatures Law once that law is
promulgated in 2002. (The system's website is
http://www.geps.gov.tw; for consultation services, call
0800-080-512.)

The PCC has also established a Common Supply
Contract Notification System designed to simplify
common procurement procedures. The system's
notification and ordering functions have already been
implemented, and trial operation of the payment
function will begin in 2002. (The system's website is
http://sucon.pcc.gov.tw; for consultation services, call
0800-080-512.) 

To simplify procedures for small-amount procurement
and reduce the government's payment operations, the
PCC has carried out planning for a government
procurement card operating system that is suited to the
domestic environment and that brings greater
efficiency to small-amount procurements. The PCC is
cooperating with two international credit card
companies, Visa and MasterCard, in instituting this new
system, the trial operation of which was expanded
during this year in combination with 34 government
agencies. More than 2,600 companies are currently
participating in the Electronic Supplier Catalog and
Electronic Price Inquiry and Quotation System, and
they have published a total of over 9,300 electronic
catalogues. More than 1,000 government agencies are
making announcements over the Internet, and so far
have published more than 10,000 price inquiries. (The
system's website is http://gecs.pcc.gov.tw; for
consultation services, call (02) 2659-8366.) This project
won a Golden Axe Award during the Second
Government Re-engineering Golden Axe Awards
program.


